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MONTH IN REVIEW
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Bone chilling temperatures have gripped much of 
the country, and the American Red Cross urges 
everyone to be safe and prepare as much as possi-
ble.

The chapter opened two cold weather shelters in 
Harrison and Hancock Counties to help those in 
need of a shelter from the freezing weather.

HEAT YOUR HOME SAFELY

 All heaters need space! Keep things that can 
burn, such as paper, bedding or furniture, at 
least 3 feet away from heating equipment, fire-
places and stoves.

Place portable space heaters on a hard, level, 
nonflammable surface.  Do not put space heat-
ers on rugs or carpets, near bedding or drapes, 
and keep children and pets away.  Look for a 
model that shuts off automatically if the space 
heater tips over.  Do not use heating equipment 
to dry wet clothing.

Never use the stove or oven to heat your home.

Never leave portable heaters, wood burning 
stoves or fireplaces unattended.  Turn them off 
before leaving or going to bed.

Keep the fire in the fireplace by using a glass or 
metal screen large enough to catch sparks and 
rolling logs.

Breaking News



Message From Josh Joachim, Interim Executive Director:

Greetings ARC-MSGC Friends and Supporters,

December was a busy month .  Your Mississippi Gulf Coast Chapter participated in canteen operations, 
numerous fire responses and partnership creations with other community agencies.  It was also one of 
our largest months for utility assistance clients.   I have a clearer picture of how vital a role the MSGC 
Chapter plays in our community.

Looking forward, I also see a great potential for increasing our Chapter’s ability to serve the community.  
In order to accomplish our goals for 2010 we will need all of our supporters: staff, volunteers, board and 
community members, to spread the word of the great work we are doing and help promote volunteerism 
and financial support for our Chapter.

I am both honored and humbled by the opportunity to serve as your interim executive director.  The op-
portunity to serve the Mississippi Gulf Coast, an area I hold so very close to my heart, is a dream come 
true.  Thank you for this opportunity.

Respectfully,

Joshua J Joachim

Utilities Assistance
The Chapter assisted 66 families 

and provided $5,386
in financial aid.

Home Fire Assistance
The Chapter assisted  13 families
(45 individuals) and provided in 

$6,143 financial aid.

Armed Forces Communi-
cations

The Chapter assisted with 27 
Armed Forces emergency cases.

Volunteers and Trainings 
Classes: 2   Participants: 10                     

Outreach: 2,205 

New Volunteers
Amanda Gill, Kathy Meyer, Regina Catalano, 

Joseph Noble and Julie Ann Lubarsky

EMERGENCY SERVICES



Message From Bertina Burge, Director 

of Health & Safety:

If you have an interest in teaching FA/CPR/AED 
courses to your co-workers, community groups, or as a 
volunteer for our chapter and you are at least 16 years 
old we would love to hear from you.

Once you are registered and attend our 16 hour Instruc-
tor course you will learn to teach the newest American 
Red Cross First Aid, CPR, and
Automated External Defibrillator (AED) courses.  This 
program features a modular design to allow customiza-
tion.  It has been revised to meet the latest CPR guide-
lines and is designed to meet the specific needs of 
workplaces, including OSHA requirements.  Our in-
structor course includes pre-course
testing of First Aid/CPR skills and knowledge, practice 
teaching, and a final written tests.

Please call Bertina Burge 228-896-4511 ext. 11 if you 
would like more information or an application.

CPR/First Aid

47 Classes -  282 Participants

HEALTH & SAFETY



Yemen: Situation of Conflict-Affected Population 
Made  Worse by Harsh Weather 

As conflict rages on in northern Yemen, cold weather is further  aggravating an 
already critical situation. The ICRC and the Yemen Red      Crescent are carry-
ing on with their humanitarian activities. 

"The woes of Yemen is affected by the conflict in the north of the country are 
being made worse by harsh weather and low temperatures, in particular in the 
governorates of Sa’ada and Amran," said Jean-Nicolas Marti, the ICRC's head of delegation in Yemen. "The 
situation is all the more difficult because some basic necessities are not available on the market and prices are 
soaring."  

Safety remains the primary concern of people living in areas where fighting is taking place. The ICRC reiter-
ates its call on all those who can influence the situation on the ground to take every feasible measure to ensure 
that the civilian population is protected and to facilitate the immediate and safe passage of humanitarian aid. 
All necessary measures must be taken to spare the lives of civilians and their property. 

Since the outbreak of renewed fighting six months ago, the ICRC and the Yemen Red Crescent have provided 
aid for more than 150,000 conflict-affected people in Sa'ada and Amran governorates, including some 75,000 
displaced people living in or near camps who are still being given food, water, primary medical care and such 
household essentials as blankets and cooking stoves. Since October 2009, the number of people living in 
camps for displaced people in Sa'ada governorate has more than doubled, from barely 6,500 to more than 
14,000.

©Reuters / A. Al-Mahdi A family displaced by the fighting 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

GIFTS OF THE MONTH

The Chapter would like to thank the Leo W. Seal Family  and Wynn and Bill Seemann for their      

outstanding generosity!   Thank you to all of our donors; you make our mission possible!



HURRICANE RECOVERY PROGRAM

Message From Kenney Washington, Client Recovery Supervisor:

During the month of December, HRP continued to work very hard outreaching to our communities, conduct-
ing preparedness presentations, utilizing Family Disaster Plans (FDPs) with each of our clients and utility as-
sistance clients, presenting the ScrubClub hand washing presentations in the schools and daycares as we are 
in the mist of flu season. Our goal is to implement disaster preparedness curriculum into the school systems 
throughout the communities that we serve. The response to this effort continues to be overwhelmingly posi-
tive. Each month we will implement a new key initiative in our preparedness presentation.

The Client Recovery Coordinators continue to provide direct casework services which include connecting 
clients to state, federal and community resources and are involved in more community outreach activities and 
the recruitment of volunteers as their position is now hybrid. Because their position has expanded, we are able 
to touch more people.

We are continuing to make contact with people on our waiting list (from all three counties) and to accept peo-
ple on our waiting list for case management assistance. Some of these people have had their needs met or do 
not need further assistance, but many are still in need of assistance to move them forward in their recovery. 
We assisted four families with Christmas baskets.

We will continue to assist clients with their recovery from Hurricane Katrina and provide community out-
reach to the communities that we serve.

COMING UP!

January 14– 4pm Board Meeting

January 14- 5:30pm Young Professional Advisory Council Meeting



CLASSES

HEALTH & SAFETY

EMERGENCY SERVICES

1/13/2010 Wednesday Challenge- FA/CPR Renewal 9:00am-11:00am

Red Cross Chapter 2782 

Fernwood Rd Biloxi, MS 

39531

1/21/2010 Thursday Challenge- FA/CPR Renewal 1:00pm-3:00pm

Red Cross Chapter 2782 

Fernwood Rd Biloxi, MS 

39531

1/25/2010 Monday

First Aid/CPR- 2 Day Class 

(Jan 25th & 26th - $40 

course fee is due at regis-

tration)

5:30pm-10:00pm

Red Cross Chapter 2782 

Fernwood Rd Biloxi, MS 

39531

1/28/2010 Thursday Challenge- FA/CPR Renewal 10:00am-12:00pm

Red Cross Chapter 2782 

Fernwood Rd Biloxi, MS 

39531

1/30/2010 Saturday

Babysitter's Training 

(Registration is complete 

once the $45 course fee is 

received)

9:00am-3:00pm

Red Cross Chapter 2782 

Fernwood Rd Biloxi, MS 

39531

1/13/2010 Wednesday Shelter Operations 5:30pm-8:30pm
2782 Fernwood Rd. Bi-

loxi, Ms 39535

1/19/2010 Tuesday
Shelter Operations Simula-

tion
5:30pm-8:30pm

2782 Fernwood Rd. Bi-

loxi, Ms. 39535

1/20/2010 Wednesday
DSHR Handbook Orienta-

tion
5:30pm-7:30pm

2782 Fernwood Rd. Bi-

loxi, Ms 39535

1/23/2010 Saturday
Disaster Services Health 

Response Workshop
8:00am-4:00pm

2782 Fernwood Rd. Biloxi 

Ms 39535

1/27/2010 Wednesday Disaster Services CPR/FA 5:30pm-9:30pm
2782 Fernwood Rd. Bi-

loxi, Ms 39535

1/28/2010 Thursday Disaster Services CPR/FA 5:30pm-9:30pm
2782 Fernwood Rd. Biloxi 

Ms. 39535

1/30/2010 Saturday Fulfilling Our Mission 9:00am-12:00pm
Ms Power Bld 300 Hwy 90 

Bay St Louis



Thurs. Jan. 14
Coast Radio Group
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
10250 Lorraine Road in Gulfport
To schedule an appointment, visit www.givelife.org
and use sponsor code CRGIVE
Donors at this drive can register to win one of two 
New Orleans Saints jerseys.

Sat. Jan. 16    
Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Celebration Blood 
Drive/Health Fair and Step Show
Sponsored by the Coast-wide Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr Birthday Celebration, the Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Black Nurses Association, Phi Beta Sigma Frater-
nity, Alpha Kappa Alpha-Theta Zeta Omega 
Chapter and WJZD Radio.
10:00 – 3:00 p.m.
At Edgewater Mall near the Rock Wall
2600 Beach Blvd. in Biloxi
“Steppin to Save Lives” College and University teams 
will perform at 3pm. The Health, Business and Legal 
Fair will be held from 9am-3pm
Donors will receive a commemorative MLK Day 2010 
pin

Sun. Jan. 17
Sacred Heart Catholic Church- Dedeaux
In Honor of O.J. Shiyou
8:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
In the church’s Community Hall in Pass Christian

Sun. Jan 18 
St. Rose de Lima – MLK Day Blood Drive
1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
In Holy Spirit Center
301 Necaise in Bay St. Louis
Donors will receive MLK Day 2010 pin

Thurs. Jan. 21
William Carey University- Tradition Campus
12:30-5:30pm
In Room B-111
19640 Hwy 67 in Biloxi 
Sponsored by the WCU Student Nurses Association

Sat. Jan. 23
Bond Baptist Church Community Blood Drive in 
Memory of Hannah Bullen
11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
In the Fellowship Hall
23 Sellers St, Wiggins
Donors will be treated to a fish fry.

Mon. Jan. 25
Edgewater Mall Routine Blood Drive
2:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Near the Rock Wall
2600 Beach Blvd. in Biloxi

Tues. Jan. 26             
Triton Systems 
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
On the American Red Cross Bloodmobile
In the Long Beach Industrial Park – Avenue B

Tues. Jan. 26
First United Methodist Church of Gautier
1:00 – 7:00 p.m.
In the Fellowship Hall
Hwy 90 in Gautier across from Singing River Mall

Thurs. Jan. 28
D’Iberville High School
8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
In the Gym 
15625 Lamey Bridge Road in Biloxi

BLOOD DRIVES


