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The needs in Haiti are immense, but the humani-
tarian aid pipeline is opening wider even though    
logistical problems still exist. Red Cross teams 
are assessing ways to meet immediate needs and 
also how to provide long-term recovery assis-
tance, such as continued provision of household 
supplies and addressing emergency shelter. 
 Four warehouses are open and operating at 

full capacity. 
 The Red Cross is producing more than 1 mil-

lion liters of water per day, enough for 300,000 
people. Water distribution points are in 100 
settlements with sanitation facilities in 8 settle-
ments.

 Red Cross distributions of food and relief 
items (blankets, kitchen sets, hygiene kits, 
buckets, water containers, laundry soap/
detergent, and mosquito nets) have reached 
nearly 32,000 families (or 170,000 people). 

 76 flights carrying Red Cross aid from around 
the world have arrived in the Dominican Re-
public or Haiti.

 Shelter and sanitation remain urgent needs. 
The Red Cross is working to provide a range 
of immediate shelter assistance, and we also 
are working on a strategy to meet ongoing and 
long-term housing reconstruction needs. In 
addition, Red Cross Mass Sanitation teams are 
working to build latrines as quickly as possi-
ble in Port-au-Prince and Leogane. More than 
100 have been completed, with 300 more un-
der construction.

AMERICAN RED CROSS RESPONDS TO 
EARTHQUAKE IN HAITI



Message From Bob Beebe, Emergency Services Director:

The Emergency Services Division was very busy during the Month of January.  We sent 
two volunteers to Florida to assist with the thousands of US citizens who were living in 
Haiti when the earthquake hit.  Hank DeSandre of Biloxi will serve as client casework su-
pervisor in Orlando, and Faith Bosarge, RN, of Biloxi will serve as a nurse supervisor in 
Miami.  

Cold weather dominated the area and again this year, we have been asked by the county 
Emergency Managers in Harrison and Hancock counties to assist in providing a warm, dry 
environment to the citizens of these counties that do not have the means to provide for 
themselves. In addition, we were asked to provide another canteen service for a Search and 
Rescue mission in Hancock County.  We stand committed to provide the best services that 
we can to the needs of the citizens of Hancock, Harrison, and Pearl River counties.  

Utilities Assistance
The Chapter assisted80 families 

and provided $6849
in financial aid.

Home Fire Assistance
The Chapter assisted 14 families
(46 individuals)and provided in 

$8,822financial aid.

Armed Forces 
Communications

The Chapter assisted with28 
Armed Forces emergency cases, 
and briefed 500 Seabees on Red 

Cross Emergency Services.

Volunteers and Trainings 
Classes: 11   Participants:68                     

Outreach: 1,547 

Welcome New Volunteers!

Donald Davis, Angela Enright, Stacey White,  
Charlotte Miller, Alana Mitchell, Debra Foster,
Anita O’Dell, Christopher McCullum, Glen Laferri-
ere, Cindy Cooper, Carla Heard, Jennifer Stack-
house, Maria Etheridge, Angeliquie Ware, Ina Jean 
Randall, Shawn McGlinn, Lawrence Hill, Amber    
Donald, Jane Maddux, Jean Sledge, David Myrick,  
Jan Dial, Josette Remotique, Sherry Sand, Sid Flatt, 
Sonja Deschamp, Charlotte  Taylor, Jeffery Brene-
gan, Barbara Piernas, Diane Harris, Katharine    
Bryant, Sam Bough, Angela Mc Neil,  Edward 
Twomey

EMERGENCY SERVICES



Message From Bertina Burge, Director 
of Health & Safety:

National Red Cross will be releasing a new Wilder-
ness and Remote First Aid training program.  This 
new course will be released during the 100th Anni-
versary year of American Red Cross First Aid and 
helps emphasize and expand upon the proud tradi-
tion of the American Red Cross in the area of first 
aid training. WRFA responds to a growing demand 
and is adaptable to varying audiences from youth-
serving organization members and their adult leaders 
(such as Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts) to adult out-
door recreation (such as members of the American 
Canoe Association and Mountaineers) and to those 
who work outdoors in remote locations (such as park 
rangers, rural construction and utility crews).

We have completed our annual Health and Safety 
Instructor re-authorization process.  Currently we 
have 218 instructors that met the certification re-
quirements and are qualified to teach our courses for 
the community or for their employer.   

We provided community service training for 25 
Hands on Gulf Coast staff and 21 Youth Build mem-
bers.

Please call Bertina Burge 228-896-4511 ext. 11 if 
you would like more information or an application.

CPR/First Aid

46 Classes -  267 Participants

HEALTH & SAFETY

Caregiving

2 Classes -  6 Participants



GIFTS OF THE MONTH

The Chapter would like to thank everyone who help to make the Telethon for Haiti Relief a 
success!  We raised over $58,000!  A special thank you to our friends at WLOX!



HURRICANE RECOVERY PROGRAM

Message From Kenney Washington, Client Recovery Supervisor:

During the month of January, HRP continued to work very hard to provide outreach to our communities, con-
ducting preparedness presentations, utilizing Family Disaster Plans (FDPs) with each of our clients and utility 
assistance clients, presenting the ScrubClub hand washing presentations in the schools and daycares as we con-
tinue to be the mist of flu season. Our goal is to implement disaster preparedness curriculum into the school 
systems throughout the communities that we serve; we were able to implement fire safety preparedness as part 
of the ScrubClub presentation this month.  All of the schools response to this effort continues to be overwhelm-
ingly positive. Each month we will implement a new key initiative in our preparedness presentation.

The Client Recovery Coordinators continue to provide direct casework services to clients who are still trying to 
recover from Hurricane Katrina. Before even considering closing out the cases the coordinators searched for 
grants in the local area, for non government based grants, and government based grants and also searched for 
partnerships with faith-based organizations in the attempt to secure funding for their clients. We are recom-
mending to each client that they make contact with the Housing Resource Center in their county for possible 
assistance as any type of possible funding in the future will be funneled through those centers. The Coordina-
tors are involved in more community outreach activities and the recruitment of volunteers as their position is 
hybrid. Because of the position expansion, we are able to prepare more people for any type of disaster that may 
affect the area that we serve.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

January 6th Early Head Start Picayune Fire Prevention presentation Lorena Diaz with 3 Picayune Fire Department     
Officers. Outreach 6 Brochures 154

January 19th Pearl River Elementary Disaster Preparedness Presentation Julie Fife: Outreach 100, Brochures 125

January 20th Pearl River Central Elementary Disaster Preparedness Fire Safety Monica Owens Outreach 175 Brochures 
175

January 21st St Charles Catholic School Picayune Disaster Preparedness Presentation Julie Fife, Monica Owens,      
Outreach: 100, Brochures 100

January 21st Youth Build IRD Gulfport Disaster Preparedness Presentation Kenny Washington and Lorena Diaz      
Outreach 11 Brochures 77

January 22nd Pearl River Central Elementary Fire Safety Kenny Washington Outreach 145 Brochures 145

January 23rd Census Disaster Preparedness Info Booth Lorena Diaz Outreach 8 Brochures 33

January 25th DIberville Elementary Disaster Preparedness/ Haiti Awareness Event Monica Owens/Caroline Thompson 
Out reach 850 Brochures 850

January 25th Pearl River Central Elementary H1N1 and Fire Safety Presentation Lorena Diaz Outreach 132 Brochures 
264



CLASSES
HEALTH & SAFETY

EMERGENCY SERVICES

2/18/2010 Thursday
First Aid/CPR- 2 Day Class 
($40 course fee is due at 
registration)

8:00am-5:00pm
Red Cross Chapter 2782 
Fernwood Rd Biloxi, MS 
39531

2/19/2010 Friday
Challenge- FA/CPR Re-
newal

2:00pm-4:00pm
Red Cross Chapter 2782 
Fernwood Rd Biloxi, MS 
39531

2/20/2010 Saturday
First Aid/CPR- 1 Day Class 
($40 course fee is due at 
registration)

8:00am-5:00pm
Diamondhead Continu-
ing Education

2/23/2010 Tuesday
Challenge- FA/CPR        
Renewal

9:00am-11:00am
Red Cross Chapter 2782 
Fernwood Rd Biloxi, MS 
39531

2/25/2010 Thursday

CPR/AED for the Profes-
sional Rescuer/Healthcare 
Provider ($45 course fee is 
due at registration)

8:00am-5:00pm
Red Cross Chapter 2782 
Fernwood Rd Biloxi, MS 
39531

2/27/2010 Saturday

Babysitter's Training 
(Registration is not com-
plete until the $45 course 
fee is received)

9:00am-3:00pm
Red Cross Chapter 2782 
Fernwood Rd Biloxi, MS 
39531

2/11/2010 Thursday
Shelter Operations Simu-
lation

5:30pm-8:30pm
2782 Fernwood Rd. 
Biloxi Ms. 39535

2/13/2010 Saturday
Disaster Frontline Super-
visor and Simulation

9:00am-4:00pm
2782 Fernwood Rd. 
Biloxi Ms 39535

2/19/2010 Friday Fulfilling Our Mission 3:30pm-5:30pm
First Baptist Church of 
Poplarville 2nd floor 
classroom 203 S. Main 

2/20/2010 Saturday Fulfilling Our Mission 9:00am-12:00pm
Mississippi Power Bld 
300 Hwy 90 East, Bay 
St Louis

2/20/2010 Saturday
Disaster Assessment 
Basics

9:00am-12:00pm
2782 Fernwood Rd. 
Biloxi Ms. 39535

2/20/2010 Saturday Mass Care 12:30pm-3:30pm
Mississippi Power Bld 
300 Hwy 90 East Bay St 
Louis

2/23/2010 Tuesday Fulfilling Our Mission 6:30pm-8:30pm
Pearl River County Re-
source Center / Manna 
Ministries 120 Street A, 



Thurs. Feb. 11
Gulfport-Biloxi International Airport 
Mardi Gras Community Blood Drive
11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
In the Lobby of the Terminal and on the Red Cross
Bloodmobile, Washington & Airport Rd in Gulfport
Free parking for blood donors

Sat. Feb. 13
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Mardi Gras Blood Drive
In Honor of Dr. Charles Drew
12:00 – 5:00 p.m.
At Edgewater Mall near the Rock Wall
2600 Beach Blvd. in Biloxi
To schedule an appointment visit www.givelife.org
and use sponsor code OMEGAS

Thurs. Feb.18
Memorial Hospital at Gulfport
Community Blood Drive
7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
In the Medical Office Bldg. Atrium
15th Street and Broad Ave. in Gulfport
To schedule an appointment visit www.givelife.org 
and use sponsor code MEMORIALGPORT

Mon. Feb. 22
Edgewater Mall Routine Blood Drive
2:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Near the Rock Wall
2600 Beach Blvd. in Biloxi
To schedule an appointment visit www.givelife.org
and use sponsor code EWMALL

Tues. Feb. 23
First United Methodist Church of Gautier
12:00 – 6:00 p.m.
In the Church Fellowship Hall
Hwy 90 in Gautier across from Singing River Mall\

Thurs. Feb. 25
Garden Park Medical Center Community Blood Drive
On the American Red Cross bus and in the first floor 
classroom 11:00 a.m. –4:00 p.m.
15200 Community Road in Gulfport
To schedule an appointment visit www.givelife.org
and use sponsor code GPMC

Thurs. Feb. 25
Mississippi Power Company Blood Drive
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
In the General Office Building Auditorium
2992 Beach Blvd. in Gulfport
To schedule an appointment visit www.givelife.org
use sponsor code   MSPOWER

Fri. Feb. 26 
Gulfport High School Blood Drive
8:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
In Allied Health Classrooms of the Vo-Tech Center
Perry Street and Courthouse Road in Gulfport

Sat. Feb. 27
Campground Baptist Church
In Honor of Tim Bradley
8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
In the Fellowship Hall
Hwy 53 in Lyman

BLOOD DRIVES


