American Red Cross
Mississippi Gulf Coast Chapter

October
Introducing the 2009 Heroes for the ARC!

MONTH IN REVIEW
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Nov. 3rd-Dec.3rd

Heroes for the American
Red Cross is a grassroots
campaign where local busi-
ness people, school groups,
church groups, civic clubs,
and individuals pledge to
raise $1000 for their local
Red Cross chapter.

This year, the American Red
Cross of South MS hopes to
raise $80,000 during this
campaign to support Red
Cross services including dis-
aster relief, assistance for
fire victims, emergency mili-
tary communications, first
aid and CPR training and
disaster preparedness infor-
mation for our community.

All money raised will sup-
port your neighbors in Har-
rison, Hancock, Jackson,
George, and Pearl River
Counties.

www.redcross-heroes.com




Message From Bob Beebe, Director of Emergency Services:

The Emergency Services Division was hard at work conducting business as usual
during the month of October. Luckily things were rather routine as far as assisting
utility clients and teaching classes. We were excited to host our first mental health
training. We also sent students to Louisiana to become instructors and one staff
member to Jackson to learn the fundamentals of chapter disaster operations.

The Disaster Response capability of this chapter grows on a day to day basis
thanks to the efforts of our staff: disaster preparedness specialists, Peggy DeSan-
dre and Rosemary Pursell; community specialists, Lorena Diaz, Kenney Washing-
ton, Caroline Thompson, Monica Owens, Juliana Fife and Josh Joachim; and our
Hancock County area director, Melissa Dearman. They have worked diligently to
expand the community’s awareness of what the Red Cross means in South Missis-
sippi. Without these individuals, we could not meet the challenges that the Chapter
faces on the daily basis. We owe them all a big thank you for a job well done!

Home Fire Assistance
The Chapter assisted 11 families

(64 individuals) and provided in —
$6,143 financial aid. Volunteers and Trainings

Classes: 10  Participants: 67

eyess . Outreach: 2,205
Utilities Assistance

The Chapter assisted 66 families
and provided $5,870
in financial aid.

New Volunteers
Dianne and Stuart Rains, Marcia Freeman,
Sommer Simpkins

Armed Forces Communications New DSHR Members
The Chapter assisted with 20 Armed John Bellan, Barbra Moran, and Alicia
Forces emergency cases. Caroline Urbanitch

Thompson conducted pre-deployment
briefings for 23 Seabees.




CPR/First Aid
56 Classes - 270 Participants

Aquatics
10 Classes - 31 Participants

Caregiving

2 Classes— 31 Participants

Total

68 Classes - 332 participants

Message From Bertina Burge, Director of Health & Safety:

Twelve new FA/CPR/AED Instructors were certified this month and we have Authorized
Provider Agreements pending with three new businesses. We are also in the process of devel-
oping a National Account with the Mississippi Deputy Sheriff's Association (MDSA). They
plan to teach MDSA members located in twelve Red Cross jurisdictions within the state and
one chapter in Tennessee.

The Pearl River County 4-H Club sponsored a full service Babysitter Training course for their
members. We were able to certify nine new Babysitter's in the first course offered in Pearl
River County.




FAREWELL FROM BILL BRENT

Greetings ARC-MSGC Friends and Supporters,

I am writing today to bid you farewell, I am leaving the ARC-MSGC Chapter on November 20, 2009,
and will begin serving as the Greensboro NC Regional CEO effective November 30, 2009.

It has been an honor and privilege to serve as your Executive Director over the past 3 years. I have
never met or had the opportunity to work with a more resilient group of individuals and consider my
time here one of the most rewarding experiences of my life. While Hurricane Katrina may have robed
this community of many material possessions, it also strengthened this community in many ways,
some that may not even be apparent yet.

The Mississippi Gulf Coast Chapter of the American Red Cross plays a vital role in this commu-
nity. Your commitment and dedication to the Red Cross mission is critical as this ~ organization
continues to serve our neighbors, helping them prevent, prepare for and respond to emergencies.

Warm Regards -
Bill Brent

PS - Please join me here at the Chapter on Nov. 20th from 2-4 pm as I bid farewell to my ARC-
MSGC friends and supporters.

GIFT OF THE MONTH

Thank you to all of the 2009 Heroes and Corporate Sponsors!
NORTHROP GRUMMAN
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HURRICANE RECOVERY PROGRAM

Message From Kenney Washington, Client Recovery Supervisor:

During the month of October another phase of the Hurricane Recovery Program came to an
end. The program will have somewhat of a different look as it moves forward. The Client Re-
covery Specialists will continue to provide direct casework services which include connecting
clients to state, federal and community resources, but their position will become hybrid as they
will also be involved in more community outreach activities and the recruitment of volunteers.
Because their positions are now hybrid and doing more community outreach, they will be able
to touch more people.

We are continuing to accept people on our waiting list for case management assistance (from
all three counties). Many of these people are still in need of assistance to move them forward
in their recovery.

HRP continues to work very hard outreaching to our communities, conducting disaster prepar-
edness presentations, utilizing Family Disaster Plans (FDPs) with each of our clients and im-
plementing the ScrubClub flu prevention education programs into the schools and daycares as
we are in the midst of flu season. It is our goal to implement disaster preparedness curriculum
into the school systems throughout the communities that we serve. The response to this effort
has been overwhelmingly positive. Each month we will implement a new key initiative in our
preparedness presentation.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Somalia: Hardship Compounded by Heavy Rain
Heavy rains are severely affecting thousands of families displaced by the hostilities in
Mogadishu who sought refuge between the capital and Afgoye.

The forecast, based in part on the effects of the El Nifio weather system, is for rains in Somalia and
the Ethiopian highlands to continue and even intensify in the coming days and weeks. As a conse-
quence, there is a very high risk of breaches occurring in river banks that have gone without mainte-
nance for years.

In September the ICRC pre-positioned 230,000 sandbags at various sites along the Shabelle and
Juba rivers of central Somalia to enable local communities to shore up the river banks and thus
lower the risk of flooding of villages and farms. In October an additional 30,000 bags were supplied
in Gedo and 20,000 in Middle Shabelle.

In Middle and Lower Juba, Middle Shabelle and Bay it gave 45,000 destitute people who had to
flee the hostilities in Mogadishu shelter material, blankets, cloth, kitchen utensils and jerrycans.




11/16/2009

Monday

CLASSES

First Aid/CPR 2-Day

5:30pm-10:00pm

Red Cross Chapter 2782
Fernwood Rd Biloxi, MS
39535

11/17/2009

Tuesday

Challenge- FA/CPR Re-
newal

3:00pm-5:00pm

Red Cross Chapter 2782
Fernwood Rd Biloxi, MS
39535

11/19/2009

Thursday

CPR Pro

8:00am-5:00pm

Red Cross Chapter 2782
Fernwood Rd Biloxi MS
39535

11/21/2009

Saturday

Babysitter Training
(Course fee is due at the
time of registration)

9:00am-3:00pm

Red Cross Chapter 2782
Fernwood Rd Biloxi, MS
39535

11/25/2009

11/14/2009

Wednesday

Saturday

Challenge- FA/CPR Re-
newal

Client Casework

9:00am-11:00am

8:00am-4:00pm

Red Cross Chapter 2782
Fernwood Rd Biloxi, MS
39535

Red Cross Chapter 2782
Fernwood Rd Biloxi MS
39535

11/18/2009

Wednesday

Disaster Services CPR

5:30pm-8:30pm

Red Cross Chapter 2782
Fernwood Rd Biloxi MS
39535

11/19/2009

Thursday

Compassion Fatigue
Presentation and Discus-
sion

5:30pm-8:30pm

Red Cross Chapter 2782
Fernwood Rd Biloxi MS
39535

11/24/2009

Tuesday

DSHR Handbook Orien-
tation

5:30pm-7:30pm

Red Cross Chapter 2782
Fernwood Rd Biloxi MS
39535




Nov. 17 St. Patrick Catholic High School
“Building Lives...LEGO, Give Blood”

8:00 a.m. — 1:30 pm.

In the Gym

18300 St. Patrick Road in Woolmarket

Sponsored by the St. Patrick Science Club and the
Robotics Team

Register to win a college-themed tailgating door
prize

To schedule an appointment go to www.givelife.org
and Use sponsor code SPCHS

Nov. 19 Biloxi High School

7:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.

In the Practice Gym

Richard Drive in Biloxi

Community donors and other adult donors are
asked to Donate between 12:30 and 1:30 p.m. if
possible

Register to win a college-themed tailgating door
prize sponsored by the Allied Health Classes

Nov. 21 Cinemark Theatres

“New Moon” Community Blood Drive

Donate blood and Starve A Vampire

12:00 — 5:00 p.m.

On the American Red Cross Bloodmobile

15171 Community Road near CrossRoads Shop-
ping Center In Gulfport

BLOOD DRIVES

Nov. 22 Sacred Heart Catholic Church — D’lber-
ville

8:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.

In the Parish Hall

10446 LeMoyne Avenue in D’lberville

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus

Nov. 24 Memorial Hospital “Thanks for Giving”
7:30 a.m. — 5:30 p.m.

In the Medical Office Bldg. Atrium

Broad Ave. in Gulfport

Donors will receive a holiday ornament and a meal
pass

Nov. 24 First United Methodist Church of Gau-
tier Monthly Blood Drive

12:00 — 6:00 p.m.

In the Fellowship Hall

Hwy 90 in Gautier across from Singing River Mall

Nov. 30 Edgewater Mall “Thanks for Giving”
2:00 - 7:00 p.m .

Near the Rock Wall

2600 Beach Blvd. in Biloxi

Donors will receive a holiday ornament




